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declined, on the ground that he was taut the trustee of the
revenues of the state. He advised patience, and pro-
mised reward on the day of judgment. This severe
monarch elected to eat only what he could buy with ihe
fruits of his penmanship.
Ghiyds-ud-din Balban now assumed the title, as he had
before possessed the power, of king, and he at once pro-
ceeded to put to death such other Turki slaves as Lac!
risen to eminence, and might prove dangerous to him-
self.    Having slain  possible enemies, he proceeded to
make friends, and his, the only Muhammadan court not
overthrown by the Mughals at the time, soon became the
asylum for the princes of Roum, Turkestan, Khorassan,
and Persia, who had been expelled from their dominions
by the hordes of Ghengiz Khan.    Different quarters of
the capital long preserved memorials of +he asylum of
the  Muhammadan   world,  in   their names  of Abassi,
Khwarizini, Delimi, Atabaki, Chori, Rumi, Kashghari,
Changizi, ano others, amoi r which will be found  ;hc
nar ts of mosf o: the great East ^rn houses referred to k tht
pr vious pages.    MeamvIJie, the protector of the vicuius
or the Tartars, was hLaself protected by a mercenary
" artar guard.    The king-\ ^reed was that monarchs ,:~< n
be --.ved only by the exercise of Tour duties.    They m :*>~
assume dignity and exercise power at proper seaso .i .
punish immorality and indecenc, : select good men as
the officers of justice ; and be patient and just themselves
in its administration.   Ghiyds-ud-din preserved game r.-ui
forbade the manufacture of spirituous liquors.    He was :i
patron of letters, and the great poet Sddi, in his old a^e,
sent him  a present  of his works from the bowers oi"
Musal!a.
In spite of his pomp and power, Ghfyis was troubled
with insurrections in Mewdt, \vhere he is said to have
pur 100,000 persons to the svvord, and in the Doab. Not-